Cuba is the largest island in the Greater Antilles, has 59 living species of mammals, and has been considered the most diverse island in the Caribbean. The study of mammalian distributions and taxonomy on the island was started by Dr. Silva Taboada in 1974 with his classic book Las Especies Amenazadas de Vertebrados Cubanos (Silva Taboada 1974) and followed by additional contributions in mammalogy (Silva Taboada 1979 , 1988 , 2002 , culminating in the appearance of this book in 2007. The 2 coauthors, both professional researchers, also have worked actively in the study of mammals for many years. This book is an attempt to summarize the scientific data available for Cuban mammals since the 1st effort published in the 19th century (Gundlach 1840 (Gundlach , 1877 . The information in the book is well presented, including several figures that help the reader to understand the concepts and animals described in the text. The authors note that 10,000 years ago the mammalogical fauna of Cuba was composed of at least 96 species of rodents, primates, shrews, and sloths. However, the orders Primates (other than humans) and Pilosa are now extinct on Cuba, and the diversity of rodents and shrews is much decreased. The book proposes to update information on the past and present status of 24 terrestrial species of mammals. The authors note that the taxonomic status of some of these species has changed during the last century, and follow changes leading to the currently recognized taxonomy. The manuscript is dedicated to Oscar Arredondo de la Mata (1918 Mata ( -2001 , a pioneer in the study of the endemic mammals of Cuba.
In the Introduction, the authors state the composition of the fauna of Cuba and present a very valuable synopsis of the book. The authors have provided a fact-filled 1st chapter that shows the taxonomy and distribution of the 4 orders, including the history of the groups, localities on the island, pictures of bone structures, morphological measurements, and so on, all presented under the classical systematic arrangement. This chapter may be appealing to specialists on particular groups of organisms, but might be considered too detailed and specific by those who do not have this knowledge. The authors discuss every possible aspect of the taxonomy of the groups and briefly consider analyses of the morphological measurements, ending with a well-done morphological guide to identify species. After one makes it through the 2nd dense chapter on taxonomy, the reader is compensated with 2 more easily read chapters for the remaining nearly 100 pages of the book.
The 3rd chapter presents data about the ecology, behavior, and conservation of the extant species in the island. This chapter is brief, and does not state very well the potential importance of the species. The 4th and last chapter covers mammalian colonization of Cuba from the mainland and from adjacent islands, the local evolutionary radiation, and the great extinctions. This last chapter is organized similarly as the rest of the book, highlighting basic concepts in the field of mammalogy. At the end of the book, the authors provide 3 appendices, which are very informative about localities, examined material, and a welldesigned morphological atlas. The morphological atlas deserves special mention because it helps clarify basic morphological concepts for an amateur biologist.
In this specialized book about the terrestrial mammals of Cuba, a large number of citations were included. Publication of this book was supported by Museo Nacional de Historia Natural under the collaboration of Ediciones Boloña. The paper on which the book was printed seems to be of low quality, but the publication has breathtaking photos with very interesting explanations of the important characters of each organism. The content of the book is adequate, and it appears to be a very serious scientific book. From my particular point of view, it is inevitable that something important will be left out in such a big book, but overall I think that the authors have done a very good job of covering the main aspects of the terrestrial endemic mammalogical fauna of Cuba. This book will be most appreciated by the scientific community and would be a useful reference in courses directed to mammalogists.-JORGE ORTEGA, Laboratorio de Ictiología y Limnología, Posgrado en Ciencias Químico-Biológicas, Escuela Nacional de Ciencias Biológicas, Instituto Politécnico Nacional, Prolongación de Carpio y Plan de Ayala s/n, Col. Sto. Tomas, México, Distrito Federal, 11340; email: artibeus2@aol.com. 
